
Where we stayed
Under canvas at Longlands, a small 
site in a sheep-grazed valley just 
outside the coastal village of Combe 
Martin. Run by Tammy and Jeremy 
Smith, it has five large safari-style 
canvas lodges for up to six people, 
each jutting from the steep hillside. 
All have sumptuous beds, ensuite 
loos, wood-fired showers, well-
equipped kitchens, a barbecue  
spot and generous deck. There’s  
an honesty shop stocked with local 
goodies, and you can pre-order 
treats such as breakfast ingredients 
or fresh sourdough. This is a retreat 
from heaving high-season beaches, 
yet a short drive to all the main 
attractions and close to wild Exmoor 
walks. Looking up to an  International 
Dark Sky Reserve, makes it a great 
place for a bit of stargazing. After a 
nightcap by the log burner, sinking 
into the king-size bed felt blissful.

M
any of us inland dwellers have spent the last year fantasising about 
escaping to the coast for a breath of sea air, a spot of beachcombing 
and a proper fish-and-chip supper. With so many sharing the same 
dream of a seaside getaway, the trick is finding somewhere special to 
stay that’s close to fun things to do, while providing an escape from 
the hustle and bustle of popular resorts. Balance is achieved, with 

some ease it seems, between activity and mindfulness on a boutique glamping break 
in north Devon, where a tranquil hideaway with star-studded skies and spectacular 
sunsets soothes the spirits after a busy day adventuring. P
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GLAMPING IN RURAL NORTH DEVON HITS THAT 
SWEET SPOT BETWEEN BUZZY HOLIDAY 

FAVOURITE AND RELAXING GREEN HAVEN

Words:  LINDSEY HARRAD

Weekend away



What we did
Woolacombe beach was an 
irresistible draw. We ambled along 
the sands to Putsborough, scrambling 
on dunes, making pebble art, jumping 
in the waves and rockpooling along 
the way. You can see Lundy Island 
from the beach, where you can spot 
puffins and meet a Lundy pony. 
There’s more just down the coast, 
with the Victorian towns of Lynton 
and Lynmouth. We recommend 
taking the hair-raising coastal drive 
to Lynton along the back roads for 
the best views and enjoying  a walk 
in Exmoor’s rugged Valley of Rocks, 
followed by a café pitstop and a stroll 
around the shops in Lynton. En 
route to Longlands, we stopped at 
Arlington Court, famous for its 
carriage museum and rare 
horseshoe bats, where a circular walk 
through woodland and the Monkey 
Puzzle play area proved ideal for 
stretching our legs after the drive.

A safari tent sleeps six (one king, 
two singles and one double cabin 
bed) and costs from £194 per 
night. Food deliveries and hot tub 
are extra. canopyandstars.co.uk

We also liked
Ilfracombe’s Tunnels Beaches are 
pretty magical, only accessible via 
tunnels hand-carved through the 
cliffs in the 1820s. You have to pay  
to enter, but this secluded natural 
swimming pool surrounded by the 
town’s distinctive dark jagged cliffs 

What we ate
Every morning, Jeremy delivered  
a parcel of freshly baked pastries  
– a great start to the day. The tasty 
vegan sausage rolls at Putsborough 
Beach Café were a welcome lunch 
after a few gloriously sunny hours on 
Woolacombe Sands (the location of 
surely the poshest beach loos in the 
country) and later, too hungry to wait 
for the log burner, we ate fish and 
chips from The Black & White in 

The best thing
So many sights, sounds and even 
smells created something incredibly 
special here. Seeing the site drenched 
in a golden glow as the sun set in the 
valley. Falling asleep to the sound of 
owls hooting in the woods. Waking 
up to sunshine pouring in through 
the bedroom window, bringing the 
promise of a rare peaceful morning 
hour in bed with a book. The smell of 
wood smoke lingering in the air, and 
the laughter of the children as they 
played with the owners’ friendly dog, 
Tess. Everything about this place is 
the stuff memories are made of.

rewards you with far-reaching sea  
views and rockpooling riches for 
kids. Ilfracombe itself can be a little 
rough round the edges in places, but 
it’s fun to watch the pleasure boats 
coming and going, and discovering 
Damien Hirst’s striking figure of 
Verity gazing out to sea, sword  
of justice aloft – the tallest, and 
probably the most divisive sculpture 
in the UK. If you’re a Hirst fan, his 
quayside gallery and restaurant 
should be on your list too.

Combe Martin on our deck as the 
sun set, with a glass of the sparkling 
wine from our welcome kit – along 
with a pint of milk for our morning 
cuppa. In Ilfracombe, gelato by Joe 
Delucci on the Quay was a delicious 
way to round off a sunny day, while 
the hearty fayre at The Pyne Arms in 
East Down is highly recommended. 
And, of course, we had to try and 
squeeze in a traditional cream tea. 
The Longlands cream tea, complete 
with local clotted cream, jam and 
fresh scones was a divine way to end 
our Devon adventure.
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A PLACE TO STAY

http://canopyandstars.co.uk

